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Spring 2016 

UCM Food Pantry Tackles Student Hunger 

UCM is filling a need in the lives of hungry college students in Terre Haute.  Hungry students?  An oxymoron, 

many people think. But the truth is something else:  

An increasing number of students are receiving state scholarships 

promised those who can maintain a B average in high school. The 

state has done this to encourage young people from financially 

stressed families to get a college education.  State financial aid co-

vers tuition, but not housing and food. Often scholarship students 

come to college on their own, with little family assistance. To make 

money stretch, they skimp on food.  And the food they eat is often 

less-nourishing carbs.  Many go to classes hungry. 

To address the problem of student    hun-

ger, United Campus Ministries maintains 

a Student Food Pantry.  Any student 

showing a student ID – from Indiana 

State or any of the other four campuses 

in Terre Haute – may choose food from 

the Pantry, no questions asked.   

Pantry hours have been extended to three afternoons a week, and plans are to 

have the Pantry open in the summer as well.   

The Student Food Pantry is stocked with a wide selection of canned and packaged 

goods and personal hygiene items. Some of these items are purchased  with funds 

from a grant from 100+ Women Who Care, a Terre Haute charitable organization.  

In addition, donated items continue to flow in.  Campus groups and churches have 

been generous.  Now, with offers of bakery products and fresh produce, the       

Student Food Pantry has a refrigerator and may soon also acquire a freezer.   

Ninety students visited the UCM Food Pantry in the first quarter of the year.     

Numbers grow each week as more students learn that that they need not go     

hungry. 
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Table Talk:  Food and Discussion with Friends   

There’s nothing like a home-

cooked meal and a good chance 

to talk and be heard.  Students 

(and others) who come to the 

UCM for Table Talk at 5 p.m. on 

Wednesdays know this is one 

time they can count on both.  

Meals are prepared by board 

members or by members of 

church groups.  The meal-

providers join the students, and 

afterwards all talk and ex-

change viewpoints.  Topics can 

be campus-related, or ques-

tions  of faith or current affairs. 
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Some of the “regulars” at Table 

Talk are international students 

from various countries. Others 

are from ISU and Saint Mary-of

-the-Woods.  In past years, 

Rose-Hulman  students also 

took part.  Talk is wide-ranging, 

generally Initiated with a pro-

vocative question from retired 

ISU music professor Bill Hughes 

or Campus Minister Sharon 

Samsell. This month students 

are planning to assist in the 

Bread for the World Offering of 

Letters.  See page 5. 

As this issue of the Welcome Mat focuses on food and as this school year draws to a 

close, it is amazing how much has happened in the past eight months.  We have 

been reaching out to nurture and nourish students in a variety of ways.   The fall 

found us doing more structured programs for the students and the community, fo-

cusing on current issues and how our faith informs and supports us around issues.  

This spring we have had a more informal, less structured approach with the stu-

dents, making an intentional choice to listen, really listen to the students and their 

needs and concerns.  We find our ministry growing not only in numbers but also in 

how our relationships with one another are deepening.  This happens as we share 

faith and food around the table every Wednesday evening, as we serve those challenged with food insuffi-

ciency, as we host events.  I am very pleased and excited at the blessings we are experiencing!  Thank you 

so much for your support and prayers as we continue to serve Christ here in the Wabash Valley. 

Sharon Samsell  

From the Campus Minister 

    

    A Focus on Food 

This Spring issue of the UCM 

Welcome Mat centers on 

food:  on hunger when it is 

lacking; on ways United   

Campus Ministries is address-

ing hunger on campus, in our 

community, and in the world; 

on food as a lead-in to con-

versation and friendship; on 

food as a way of getting to 

know others’ cultures;  on 

food as a fund-raiser;  and on 

food that can be donated.  

Above and beyond all, and 

leading from our Mission 

Statement, this issue shows 

how UCM focuses on the food 

[ideas] that nourish under-

standing, compassion, and 

friendship.      



Some 200 students, from more than two dozen countries,    

contributed food to the World Food Fest on February 24.  

UCM offered the space, chiefly upstairs, but actually 

throughout the building. The Cen-

ter for Global     Engagement at ISU 

did the plan- ning (chaired by 

student and former board mem-

ber Jenny  Mar- tell), and invitations 

went out to all international stu-

dents as well as other students and 

board members.  Students particularly liked the Haitian   

cuisine of board member Yves Paul-Blanc.  But it was hard 

to choose. Students enjoyed a multi-cultural feast, and at 

the end no food was left! 

World Food Festival Rocks the Center 
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Chili Fest and Auction: a Late Winter Winner! 

 A lot of donations led to the $4200.00 success of the annual 

spring fundraiser, the Chili Fest and Auction, on March 6.  Held 

at St. Mark United Church of Christ (donated space), the Chili 

Fest featured not only meat and meatless chili,  baked pota-

toes, hot dogs, veggies and crackers (all donated), but also deli-

cious desserts (donated). Auction items (all donated) contribut-

ed both to the fun and the earnings.  Many persons who could 

not attend the Chili Fest bought tickets anyway, and their dona-

tions helped.  Donated time 

came from board members, 

friends, and especially mem-

bers of the Delta Gamma so-

rority and Theta Chi fraternity 

on ISU’s campus, shown here 

arranging desserts.  UCM has 

already set the date for the 

Chili Fest next year, March 4, 

2017.   



Fall Barbecue Date Set:  September 11 

Plan are underway for the annual fall fundraiser, a          

barbecue to be held at Centenary Methodist Church, from 

11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. on September 11.  Barbecue pork 

and chicken will be offered, as well as vegetarian fare.     

Students will assist in the all-night  barbecuing process, and 

in set-up and serving. Volunteers will bake desserts. 
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Jack Diel Honored at End-of-Year, End of Intercambio Event 

April 27 was both a joyous and a sad occasion at UCM.  Joyous because most of the students who gathered 

for the annual End-of-Year Picnic would be back in the fall,  and they could reminisce on the good times and 

friendship they enjoyed at the Center this past year.  Joyous also, and especially, because it gave opportunity 

to honor former Campus Minister Jack Diel, now retired.  Present to honor Jack on the occasion were several 

students and community members who had worked with Jack during his more than thirty years at UCM.     

The occasion, though, was a little on the sad side, for it marked the end of LƴǘŜǊŎŀƳōƛƻ [Spanish for LƴǘŜǊπ

ŎƘŀƴƎŜ].   

At the picnic today’s students learned about UCM’s past involvement in projects that aided Mayan villagers 

in Yucatan, Mexico.  LƴǘŜǊŎŀƳōƛƻ -- an interchange between the Presbyterian church in Yucatan, United Cam-

pus Ministries in Terre Haute and the Presbyterian campus minis-

try in Champaign – was headquartered at UCM until Jack’s retire-

ment in 2012. During most of this time Jan Buffington served as 

secretary of LƴǘŜǊŎŀƳōƛƻ.   

Twice a year, for more than twenty years, Jack would lead an Lƴπ

ǘŜǊŎŀƳōƛƻ contingent of 20 to 30 students and community mem-

bers, some from ISU and St. Mary’s—some from Terre Haute, 

some from Champaign, and some from all over the country— to 

Yucatan for seven to ten days.  Today’s students are missing out 

on the intense learning experience that was LƴǘŜǊŎŀƳōƛƻ.  Volun-

teers worked side by side with Mayan men and women in Yucatan 

and often stayed in their homes and with their families, sleeping 

in hammocks and sharing a meal.   

For his leadership in LƴǘŜǊŎŀƳōƛƻ, Jack was honored with a plaque 

at the Spring Picnic, and a standing ovation. 
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April was Offering-of-Letters month in some 

twenty Terre Haute churches. Under the         

auspices of the Terre Haute branch of Bread-for-

the-World, a UCM 

activity, church 

members wrote 

letters to their legis-

lators in behalf of 

good laws to aid the 

hungry. Specifically,      

letter-writers asked legislators to enable robust            

funding for school lunches, school breakfasts, 

and summer meals for children. The letter     

writers also supported a program that provides  

for good nutrition for mothers and children over-

seas, as well as a program for more efficient  deliv-

ery of food aid abroad.  The letters, a thousand or 

more in number, are to 

be blessed in a special   

ceremony in the UCM 

chapel on May 2, then 

hand-delivered to the 

legislators.  Bread mem-

bers know that hand-

written letters, personalized, are one of the most 

effective ways to promote good legislation. Table 

Talk students assisted in the project on May 2 and 

are planning to start a student branch of Bread for 

the World in the fall.  

Students Assist in Community-Wide Offering of Letters 

Friday Morning Book Group:  Early Risers 

UCM serves campus and community, but only a 

hardy and dedicated few – anywhere from ten 

to twenty – gather on Friday morning, at 8:00 

a.m., to discuss a book of their choosing.  The 

book is grounded in some aspect of religion or 

faith, and triggers lively discussion.  The UCM 

book club is open to any early riser.  Long-time 

UCM supporter Bill Hughes leads the discussion.   

Reaching Out to Area Churches — 

Offering a home away from home for students who may have grown up in a church com-

munity, or are just seeking, UCM is now reaching out to Wabash Valley and southern Indi-

ana churches to tell its story.  Some 200 area churches have received letters from Board 

Treasurer and Development Committee member Kelvin Roots, and many will receive per-

sonal visits from board members in coming weeks.  UCM is an ecumenical program that 

serves all college  students in the Wabash Valley.  It is largely funded by churches and by 

individuals. 
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What UCM Can Use: 

Interested?  Call Campus Minister Sharon Samsell, or Office Manager Carrie Stone, at 812-232-0186 

¶ Food and Personal Hygiene Supplies for the Student Food Pantry 

¶ Office Supplies 

¶ Home-Cooked Meals for Wednesday Evening Table Talks 

¶ Volunteers to serve on these Committees: 

 Food Pantry 

 Building and Grounds 

 Kitchen 

For All Who Give to UCM – Time, Talent, Support :  You make our mission possible! 
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